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Trainservices

Train services are great in Windsor because weõve got two 

stations. Right?
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Ascot Slough Staines Windsor

Terminal stations 

directly accessible

Reading, 

Waterloo, 

Guildford

Henley, Bourne End, 

Reading, 

Oxford/Banbury, 

Oxford/Worcester, 

Paddington, Windsor

Reading, 

Waterloo, 

Weybridge, 

Windsor

Slough, 

Waterloo

Routes 3 7 4 2

Trains per hour 8 19 14 5

Direct destinations 22 39 50 14

Seats per hour 4,000 5,500 7,000 2,400

Wrong. Windsor has the worst services of any nearby town!
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Wonõt things get betterwith 

Crossrail?

Windsor to London Paddington 

(minutes)

Today With Crossrail

Average journey time 51 46

Best case journey time 28 28

Worstcase journey time (90%) 72 63

Variability 44 35
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A bit. 10% faster on average, 20% less variable



© Windsor Link Railway 2014

Wonõt WRAtH improve matters?

Windsor to 

Heathrow (min)

Today by car Today by bus 

(route 77)

By train with 

WRAtH

Average journey 

time (door-to-door)

25 64 38

Best case journey 

time

13 36 23

Worstcase journey 

time (90%)

30 96 54

Variability 17 60 41

Cost £3-£18 £8.50 £10?
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Better than the bus buté

It will still be faster, more reliable by car (and cheaper if you share)
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The ôdo nothing optionõ

ÁWindsorõs train services are dramatically worse than they 

were 20 years ago, up to 50% slower.  It is likely this trend 

will continue unless addressed.  

ÁSlots to Waterloo are sought-after and may be lost to 

a competing town or Heathrow.  (Airtrack, for example, 

proposed that Windsor would lose direct services)

ÁSlough council has suggested closing the Windsor branch 

and replacing it with a tram
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The problems in Windsor

ÁMassively increased population (mostly surrounding region)

ÁTraffic jams so bad at times the viability of Windsor shopping 

has been threatened (alleviated by trials by not solved) 

ÁDesperate shortage of parking and road space. Many parking 

schemes proposed over previous decades

ÁNew roads politically undeliverable (Green Belt etc)

ÁCar use growing as proportion of visitors 

ÁLack of employment in town putting further pressure on 

transport and the danger of becoming a dormitory town
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Why havenõt these things already 

been addressed?
·Rail services to Windsor more unprofitable than average so more likely to 

be down- than up-graded

·No significant improvement in roads since M25 was built. Local roads 

politically very difficult to deliver

·Many car parking schemes proposed over recent decades

·Other places have been better at lobbying for themselves

·WRAtH is a scheme mostly for Slough and the west

· Crossrail is for London

· Relative success of Windsor (especially compared with Maidenhead) has meant 

Windsor neglected.

·Obsession with Heathrow when biggest issue for most residents is their less 

glamourous daily commute

·No over-aching plan and local political boundaries
16/09/2014 7
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Existing railway

AirLiteproposal 

led by Wandsworth BC

WRATH proposal

led by Slough BC

AirLite+ proposal 

led by WLR

1 mile

Phase 2

Phase 1

TheWLR proposal
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Train services
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J14

Chalvey

Paddington

Waterloo

Slough

Heathrow

Windsor

RichmondStaines

M4

Wessex

LONDON

Extended Riverside service

Crossrail

HS2

Further flexibility for Airtrack, 
HEX or Crossrail

Euston

Existing services

J6

T123

T4
T5

Airtrack Lite

Guildford

New Heathrow Express

M
2
5

Poyle

Old Oak 
Common

HS1/HS2 interconnect

Maidenhead

Wandsworth

Clapham Jnc.
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Windsor Link Vision

10

Banbury

Leamington Spa

Bicester

Windsor

Slough

Maidenhead

Oxford

Coventry

Birmingham

Reading

Aylesbury
High

Wycombe

Bletchley

Bedford

Twyford

Basingstoke

Woking

Staines

Chertsey

Farnborough 
Main

Ascot

Wokingham

Bracknell

Guildford

Virginia Water

Paddington

Waterloo

Chalvey

Heathrow
T5

Camberley

Winnersh

Windsor Link North

Windsor Link South
(AirLite)

Crossrail

Victoria
(off peak only)

Crossrail Extension

Clapham Jcn

HS2 to north Britain
(plus possible branch to Heathrow)

London

North Britain

· A schematic 
showing a better 
connected 
region,  
establishing 
better orbital rail 
links ɀthe 
beginnings of an

· Now that HS2 is 
going ahead, the 
green network 
to the south 
dramatically 
improves the 
return on 
investment by 
connecting 
millions more 
people to the 
north and taking 
up to 2 hours 
more off their 
journeys in 
addition that 
saved by HS2. Aldershot

M25 railway
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But can we build it?

Á Vertical and horizontal geometry

Á Design standards

Á Listed structures

Á Properties and businesses

Á Utilities

Á Super-sensitive location

Á Environmental aspects
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Alignment 

Option


